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T E Deſign which the Plain 

| Diſcou rſe enſuing aims to pro- 

mote, is ſo much for the Good 

% of this City and Kingdom, that I am 

1' ſatirfy'd it needs no Recommendation, 

' to indute you to afford it Countenance 

and Encouragement. The vigorous En- 
deavours of a number of ſober Perſons 

to detect the Profligate, who break the 

Laws of God and the Land, and to 

bring them to deſerved Puniſhment, to 

the deterring of others, and averting 

the Diſpleaſure of the Almight y, give 

ſo hopeful a ProſpeSt, as cannot but 
be Fr plea b ng fo ſuch as have Tour 
Concern for th ys >. 


; If 
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IF we may. believe the wiſe eft n 
Princes, One Sinner deſtroyeth muc 
Good. How much Miſchief then will 
Troops of daring Criminals Occaſion ! | 
Should there be none who had Courage 
eno' to oppoſe them, ſoon wonld they un- | 
dermine the . Foundations of the beSt | 
eſtabliſh'd Community. Thoſe there- | 
fore who Regularly ſet themſelves to | 
Countermine them \Aeſe erve to be Hon. ur- | 
ed as Common BeNneractors. | 

The Diſſolmeneſs of our Age, is a | 
matter of frequent and ſad Complaint. 
They who would go about to confine it | 

.to any one of the Parties whereinto we 

* are unhappily divided, would but pro- 
claim their own Folly. A General | 
Conflagration calls for every Man's 

| Bucke 3 And our ſpreading Immora- * 
lities for all Hands to check them. And | 
i is an bopeful Prognoftick in the pre- | 
ou Caſe, that thoſe who differ in Ri- | 


tuals | 
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tuals- but with too much Vehemence, 


' ſhould unanimonſly join together in 


forming thoſe Societies for Retorma- 
tion, who aim at the Checking thoſe 
Vices which threaten to over-run us, 
which are heartily detefled by Good 
Men of all. Perſwaſions. 

It would look wery black upon us, 
ſbould ſo laudable a Deſign as :h1s meet 
with Diſcouragement ; and thoſe who 
engage in it be roughly treated by any. 
in Power. Nothing can be more evi- 
dent, than that this would embelden 
Wickedneſs, and make it Triumphant ; 
Subwert our Good Laws, Croſs the End 
of Magiſtracy, and open the Sluices to 
the moſt Flagitions Villatnies. If any 
in Commillion have herein bin tardy, 
I pray God forgive them. I know 
none concern'd in this Affair, but who 
much rather deſire that ſuch might be 
Convinc d, than Expos d. | 

| Bit 


_— 
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But it is hop'd that You (Worthy 
Sir) won't eaſily be induc'd to lend an 
"Ear to the Whiſpers of' thoſe, who 
employ their Subtilty in finding Sub- 
terfuges for Notorious Offenders, or 
deviſing ſpecious Calummies againſt 
their Proſecutours. Tour Patronizing 
any wh# are Litigious, or who-pretend- 
ing to a Zeal for God, only went their 
Malice again$t their Neighbours, is 
no way defird. But the Continuance 
of Your kind Regard to thenr, who (dll + 
Circumſtances conſider d) cannot fairly * 
be conceiv/d, to be Afted by any other + 
Principle, 4» their Oppoſition to Pro- 
faneneſs and Immorality, but a Con- 
cern for the Divine Honour and a Ge- 
neral Good ; Your Direfiing them 
where their Condu& may be hazardous, 
excuſing them in any Innocent Miſtakes, 
teaching them, upon Occaſion, the 
mo$t Regular Methods, and protefting 


them 
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them when their Enemies would over- 

power or perplex them, 3s humbly de- 

| rd by the. forementiowd Societies, 
and — | y all that know you. 

Tour Steddineſs 4nd Impartiality, 

in the Adminiſtration of Publick Ju- 

ſtice, which bath procur'd you ſo Great 


and General 2 ReſpeR, naturally pro- 


miſes as much ; and is the Reaſon 
why they who, wiſh well to a Reforma- 
tion of Manners among us, do ſo ear- 
neſtly long for Tour Advancement to 

the Chair ; when it's hop'd Tour Zeal 
for Supprefling Vice will be as Ex- - 
emplary, as Tour Integrity, Genero- 
ſity, and Publick Spiritedneſs, with- 
out undue Regard - to any Particular 
Intereſt, have bin hitherto. 


May Ton become more and more 4 
Terrour to Evil Doers, and an En-- 
courager of Vertue' i» this City : 

May 


The Dedication, 
May you be enabled to Diſcharge what- 
ſoewer Tru either is alreadly vepos'd 
in Tou, or awaits Ton, to the Glory 
of God, the Satisfaction of any S0- 

vereign, and the Comfort of his Faith- 
ful. and Loyal Subjefts : May Tour 
Name be tranſmitted to - Poſterity 
with Honour ; Tour Family. be enrich'd 


with the. beff of Bleſſings, and be 
Famous both for ie: >. Proſperity 
jor Many Generations, 
Thus betty Prays 
. ( Honoured Sir ) 


Your Much Oblig'd 


Humble Servant, 


'E. CALAMT. 
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Genes1s IV. g. 


Ard the ot yr unto Cain, where is 
Abel thy Brother * And he ſaid, I know 
. #ot': amt I my Brother's Keeper £ 


| > Atternpts to Reform 


a Vicious Ape, have ſuch a ten- 
dency to a Publick Good, that 
they can't want Encouragemerit from 
thoſe who have eirher a fenſe of Duty, 
_ B of 
"I 


I 


| 
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or.of their trueſt Intereſt : nor = — 
countefrnanc'd by ary, who regard the 
Divine —_ —_ the Welfare 
of the Community they belong to. | 
There is indeed a ſort of Men who 
are ſo Degeuerate, that if they 'cah make 
but the paoreſt/Shift to ſupport. therr- 
ſelves, care not what becomes of the 
reſt of the World ; 'ſo they can but 
live at their Eaſe, and have their Hu- 
mou, they matter not how itffajtsWwith 
others: For themſelves they apprehend 
they were*born, to themſelves they live, 
and in themſelves are they. ſwallow'd up, 
freely giving Way 'to a general yncon- 
cernedneſs, as to what falls not within 
their own. Vortex. -- If this Femper-be 
ſpreading and prevalent, 'tisno wonder 
if a delign'd © Reformation "1s found 
clogg'd with Difticulties. ' 
There are others, who! tho* they 
have a little mote Conſideration and 
Generoſity than to be ſo groſly Selfiſh, 
are yet too-cafily daunted' byJthoſePo- 
pular Inſinuations, whereby Y vigorous 
Adtivity.in Suppreſling __—_— 
is. repreſented as a needlefs- meddling; 


and.thoſe who appear CON IIESn 
ts the 


——_— 
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the Immoralities of their Neighbours, 
are- branded. for Buſie Bodies, and di. 
ſturbers of the common Peace?” The 
Fear. whereof, where it once takes place, 
wilb by degrees coo] the moſt Zexlous, 
and. ſenſibly. abate the moſt promiſing 
Fervours. 'v OC 

Could 1 ſuggeſt any thing thit might 
contribate - to- the ' Amendimetif of the 
former, or the' Confirmation '6F- the 
latter, 1 ſhould think my Paitts well be- 
ſtowed, _ ſhould have ng cauſe to 
Repentof my publick Appearance/upor 
this Decaſion.”-F-amm nor inleptbte of 
my own Diſadvantages ; but however, 
having look'd upwards for Afiiſtance 
I'll make an Effay, and leave my Suc- 
ceſs to the Blefling of the Almighty. 

Wereall Men of the Temper of Cur- _ 
ſed Cain, the World would become a 
Deſart z Who'could deſire, nay, who 
could - bear to live in it> For Love, 
Truſt, and Converſe would be vniver- 
ſally baniſh'd. Were the few that att 
otherwiſe minded , either ſ{way'd by 


the Multitude who tread in his Steps, 


or- c6w'd by their Reproathes, "how 
ſoon muſt we be forc'd ta bid adien to 
LO] B 2 all 
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all Order, Regularity and Sobriety ! In 
no Age hath this Wicked one been 
without.-a Progeny ; tho” it may: be 
queſtion'd, whether it was ever more 


numerous than in the days we live: in: ' 


And. it not a little adds to our Unhap- 
pineſs, that thoſe who are of another 
Stock and Lineage, are- in many In- 
ſtances too apt, either' to reſemble his 
Degenerate Off ſpring,. 'being infefted 
andl ;influenc'd - by their Examples z, or 
to beaffrighted by their Taunts and Ob» 


loquy. X# 
My Text well conſider'd might, be 


2: Guard: both ways. For tho. in its - 


Prime: Aſpect it preſents us with an_un- 
parallell'd Inſtance of the Atrogant 
Sullenneſs of a Saucy Creature towards 
the Bleſſed God, under which Notion it 
no way ſuits our preſent Purpoſe; yet 
doth it Secondarily ſet before us an at- 
fecting Inſtance of Monſtrous Selfiſh- 
nels, our-Reflefting whereon may be 
very ſeaſonable. For we have Caiz here 
Stigmaciz'd for his Impiety and Inhu- 
manity un his Garriage to his Brother, 
to the Terrour of all Poſterity ; and his 
wretched Diſpoſition in this reſpect ex- 

pos'd 


L 


= 
= —— —— 
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for Reformation of MANNERS, +5 
pos'd to common View, with a'defign 
it ſhould be a Warning to all After- 
Generations, to take heed of an'Imira- 
tion : And we need not purſge along 
Train of Conſequences, to be 'able:to 
diſcern, that ſuch Malignity as is-here. 


remarkable , naturally vents it felt in 


Calumniating, and (all ways poſlibls) 
obſtructing, thoſe who aim at a- general 
Good ; w ich vet.on their Pare may 
ealily be diſregarded, whilſt they ob+ 
ſerve the Prigciple from whence! it 
Springs: | | 

The Words thus conſider, afford: as 
Three Obſervations, that are very-{uita- 
ble to the preſent Qccalion. ; SS 


Pri, Take Notice, that we are wakes 
countable to God for our. Carriage towards 
our Brethren. We find Cain here''ens 
quird of about his Brother; where he 
was? and. what he :had done: to him: 
how : he ſtood afteted. towards hun? - ” 
and | had demean'd. .himfelt. under late 
Emergencies, which: bad--excited! his 
Reſentinent. Andifi we'jLallow fora 
Parity of Reaſon, this will come home 
and cloſe; » For why ſhould he be :Bey 

B 3 {ponſible 
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iponſible for his Brother, did not his 
Relation oblige hiny to a conſtant In- 
ipettion , watchful - Care, endearing 
Love; and hearty Concern ? Did his. 
Obligation hereto ariſe meerly. from 
Conſangninity'? That without doubt 
was a\trengthning Conſideration ; but 
it prefuppoſed higher Motives; .of a 
tare general Nature, and more exten- 
tive; which therefore muſt have a place 
allow'd; them , whereſoever ' Perſons 
ſtand-in the Relation'of Brethren, not- 
withſtanding there be no ſuch-imme- 
diate-nearneſs of Blood. Again,” 'twas 
his: Carriage towards. his Brother, -with 
regard to his.Femporal Welfare, of 
which Caiz was here call'd to give an 
Account : But'is there-not greater -Rea- 
fon. why Perſons ſhould be mindful of 
thoſe 'to whom-they ſtand. related as 
Brethren, -as to the Concernments of 
their Sonls, thanthoſe of their Bodies ? 
As to Spiritual Matters. which aze 'un- 
tpea , move 'weighty:,'-than;'as to 
thoſe that are:common and. but tegmpo- 
narp, relating 20 theiv Life .or-'Goods, 
Name or-Liberty *If there: he; there 1s 
plain Evidence- of Duty ;' anda Re- 
o[Utli {ponſibleneſs 


for Reformation of MANNERS, © 7 
{ponfibleneſs concerning it reſults by 
Confequence. / Well therefore may we 
look tpornt our felvesas Accountable to 
the Great Governour of the World, for 
onurDemeanour towards all ourBrethren, 
whoſe: Good (eſpecially in Spiritual 
reſpects) we are aftiy way capable of 
promoting. Well may we conclude - 
that he-who ask'd Cain for his Brother 
Abel, will one Day demand of us, where 
thoſe are; and what are become of the 
Perſons, ' whom wwe might have- kept 
from $in, and Snares, and 20 =_= 
ers. had we duly diſcharyg'd' our Daty. 
For think open ork our while 
bef6reharid to conſider, what” Reply 
weiſhdll be able to make toſuch a Que-» 
(tie, we now'ere Careleſs and Neg- 
ligent!/ TOR LETT) tn K 

V3} TMATB i311 LING A | of 

. Beronidty,' View thy Text; and take a 
Iifttle-/Notice;' How for 14 cloſe,” nnna- 
tural, "and Joifh Femper diſcovers it foi 
Ahrong' he Childrix of Mtn. Tie Ea 
wi$Juſt Form'd, '\and as- yet :ernpty of 
Inhabitants ; 'Welknow not! by our 
ottt Sacred Records, ' but Caiz might be 
the firſt Man born into the World ; to 
«2981 B 4- be 
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be ſure he could not have many to ju- 
{tle with him; the whole Race made 
up bur a ſmall : handful; One- would 
haye thot they ſhould 'then have had 
all one Soul, embrac'd each other | with: 
the greateſt Tenderneſs, and regarded 
one another as ſo many Parts of them- 
ſelves;that there could;have been no ſuch 
ting as Envy and Ill Will, noGrudg- 
13gs, no Backwardnels to any Inſtance 
ot Love or Service to have been found 
amongſt them : Byt behold and, won- 
der. even then do wefind one ſetting _ 
up for. higſelt, in Oppolition;to all 
others ,,, and. openly - proclaiming ! his 
Diſregard to his, Brethren, in the pur- 
uit, of his 96wn -Way,; and Will;'and 
" Humour. Fell not me of my Brothef, 
erys he, for Þll ſtand alone. Were I 
continually to look after him, and fee 
what becomes of . him,. I ſhould; have 
enoy h toda 3 MY Fatigue would be 
endleſs....I'1l therefore mind my (elf, 
and take my own Way,\.come'of him 
what wil]. Mgke but a Pauſe: in-;con- 
idering this early-:Inſtance of -ſullen 
Selfiſhneſs ; and can yoy,wonder to ſeg 
any thing of the like Nature in Aﬀeer- 
s Ages? 


| 


for 'Reformation of MANNERS... ©: 
Ages 2: 1 honelt Abe['s midneſs, 1n'2n 
£ee of jo' munch Simplicity, - could :not 
{creen him-from the Malice of his chur- 
liſh Brother, need it ſeem ſtrange that 
in ar Age of refined Wickedneſs, there 
ſhould 'be- a conſiderable number of 
Selfiſh Perſons to be met with, who 
partly diſcountenance, and partly: cp- 
pole and *traduce, Generous Deligns of 
an extznſive Good ? | 


Thirdly, Note further, How apt Mer: 


| are to excuſe their Fault, and jvift of 
their Duty. Notwithſtanding the: pal- 


pable Evidence of the Obligation, Cai» 
had fo perverfly argu'd himſelf into 
ſqutne(s, 'and fo ſteeFd himſelf with 
Reſolution; that. he had left no room 
for Conviction. He was altogether un- 
concern'd, though deeply Guilty; ahd 
ſeems to think to come : oft by the- pre+ 
valence of his. fooliſh Plea} 4m 1 my 
Brother's Keeper # | Every Man ( ſays 
he) muſt ſtand upon his-own Bottom. |, 
I. muſt look qt'Home, and let my Bro-/ 
ther do the like, Let. every 'Man keep 
one, and then all will be ſafe. Tis 
eno* for me to mind my own Con- 

cerns. 


/ 
# 
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cerns.. The Affairs of others belong not 
to-me ; how .then can I be: blam'd for 
my Backwardnels. to be Tronbleſome ? 
Thus he ſeeks to palliate his Fault, . and 
extinguiſh the fenſe of this Duty ; in - 
which 1 am ſure he .doth not ſtand a- 

lone. 

- My Way being thus clear'd, I reduce 

my Diſcourſe tothe following Heads, 


I. T11 give you ſome Account of this 
Cairiſh Temper, and make fome 
Rernarks ppon it, which may help- 

 . tolay open its Maligiity. 

TT. Til ſhew.you upon what Groevtlh ; 
we are'oblig'd to contribute our” 

. utmoſt 40.,the true Welfare of our' 
Brethren; (and how Extenſi rve that, 
Care ought tobe +1914 F 

THI. PII ſet before-you the Ebrourages | 
ment we have herein to O_ 
our -Duty, whatever: ; OE c 

.- we may meet with. - 

. And then in-the Cloſe will add a few 
— Refle@ions;) ſuiting the ſpecial De-' 
4 ign of 27; Exercile, -- 
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| 
-... 'Þ beginwith the Conſideration of 
that Unnatural and Selfiſh Temper 
which my Text Exemplifies ; which is 
by many made light 'of, as if of no great 
Moment 3: whenas in reality *tis to be 
deteſted as a Fatal Infeftion. How ma- 
ny are there who —_ uſefully be em- 
ploy'd in purſuit of a Publick Good, 
to the Benefit of many, who give way 
to a liſtleſs *[xdifference 3 they are not 
for meddling ; others may take their 
Courſe for them +, for they are for 
{keping in a whole $ kin 5 and if this ' 
be a Fault, it is ſo natural, and ſo com- 
mon, and ſo'ſmall, that they can't ap- 
prehend” it deſerves any 'great blame. 
Put them upon ſtirring in their refpe- 
Ctive Places, to Prolecute Vice, inform 
againſt open Offenders, execute the Law 
upon them, -and bring them to Con- 
dign Puniſhment, or. to affiſt by their 
Contributions thoſe who are vigorouſly 


_ Adtive: in fo good a Work, and are 


more capable of it than' they are, and 
have more leiſure for it than they can 


command ; they -prefently put in Cair's 


Caveat, Are we the Keepers of our Bre- 
| thren 2 
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thren > Wherein (ſay they) are we con» + 
cern.d2%A Queſtion4nethinks that mich 
better fits the Mouth of -an Hobbit , 
than of a Yober Chriſtian. Flobbs indeed” 
; ſuppoſes all Men in a State of 
| Natute, 'to.be Free and at. Li- 
berty to do what they pleale 3-to be un- 
der no other Engagement than to mind 
their own'Intereſt.z- to be at:Enmity, 
- and/in a War wuheach other; to have 
no Rule -of Duty, no Obligation to 
their Brethren z. and to have nothing to ' 
do, but to (ecure their own Satisfaction 
and Repole ; having no Reaſon to be 
concern'q,: who: 1s: overlook'd and dif- 
regarded, or 'oppos'd and+ prejudic'd, - 
{o that be but compalſs'd. Which: is a 
fort of Philoſophy, that is directly. Cal- 
: Culated tothe Meridian of Cain and his 
' Deſcendants. That |which he calls the 
State of Nature, 'is ito them generally fo 
agreeable , that-:by, their Good! Will 
they'd never, getiout; of it. No Ties 
or Bonds which he Attempts afterwards 
to ſuperinduce;;.. can; work any fuch 
Change-upon! them, : as that*their: own 
Petal. lntereſt hould, not (till remam 
e'Gaverning Principle, and the Spring 
® 


De Cive. 


z 
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all their Motions. - And this is ' eafily 
accounted for. . But for 'any that make 
a Profeſiion of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and pretend to be concern'd for the 
Credit of it, to talk at ſuch a Rate as 
this, is ſtrange and monſtrous: For 
the Temper which ſuch Language be- 


| | ſpeaks, would if given way to, at once 


extinguiſh Humanity, Piety, and Coil _ 
Society. This will be ſufficiently clear'd 
by the Confiderations following. ; 
I. This Temper is highly | Diſhonour- 
able to the Bleſſed God. He hath made 

_ us for Society, and furniſh'd us with 
Ability to be helpful to our Brethren; 
He hath entruſted us with a Variety of 
Falents, defigning they ſhould be a 
Common Stock: He lo fixes every ones 
Circumſtances, that he hath many round 
him that need. his Help. ' None cari 
complain that he wants a Capacity of 
being ſome way ſerviceable to others, 
tor Body and Soul. Now for aty Man 
to Engro(s all that he can lay hands on, 
as purely his own, to look only at 
Home, making Self his Center, with 
the neglect of thoſe whom it was in his 
Power to Succour, is a robbing God of 
the 
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the Honour of his. Bleſings, which lies 
10 their Spreading and. Diffufiveneſs. 
*Fis withal, a repreſenting him as unfit 
to be a Pattern and Example to us. He 
is Liberal and Open-handed ; and ten- 
der in his Regard to all his Creatures, 
though he needeth none ofthem. No 
Perfte&ion: of his is more ' reſplendent, 
than his Communicativeneſs, and Uni- 
verſal Concern. He makes hif Sun to 
ſhine on all, oh the Juſt and - Unjuſt ; 
and both in Nature and Grace diſcovers 
himſelf more delighted with nothing, 
than with (promoting the Welfare of 
thoſe that come within the reach of his 
Compaſiions.:' : For ' any then to ſhut 
up their Bowels towards their Brethren, 
when either their Bodies or Souls are 1n 
Danger, and: they could relieve them; 
to conhne their Care to themſelves ., 


when it might and ſhould be extenſive, | 


is to ridicule his overflowing Benignity 
38a Weakneſs, and therefore unworthy 
their Imitation: Than which, a greater 
Diſhonour..conld not" eafily be done 
him. Nav further, [fo great and tender 
is God's Regard'to the Good of his 
Creatures, that he'll rather be the _—_ 
- | than 


— 


A 


- Pains, Charge 
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- than” they: ſhall be depriv'd of the Be- 


nefit which might beaccruing to them : 
He'lt rather diſpenſe ' with ' the Duties 
owing to himlelf immediately , than 
they ſhall'be negleCtted': He is better 
pleaſed with Acts of Charity (eſpecial- 
ly Spiritaal, belonging to the reſcuing 
and ſaving of Souls )\ than with the 
ftricteſt Performance of the Solemnities 


of his Worthip. For he will have Mercy, 
_ and not Sacrifice, Matth. 9.13. As ir 


thoſe then who reckon it more ado than' 
needs, to be in'their Sphere the Keepers 


of their Brethren ;, who ftick at a little 

<FTronbl, for their 
manife& Benefit, the Furtherarice of 
4 Common Gcod';:} they- do as it were 
Counterſtrive the great Governor of the 
Wofld; /and} what in them lies urjder-' 
mine the'great Dehgn,” whereort he 'ap- 
pears moſt carneftly” intent, to his ma-" 
nife{t Diſhonour and/Reproach. And 
the nearer- the Relation is which Per- 
ſons' ſtand 'in to/him;,”-thg greater their 
Pretenſions are to* an' Intereſt in him, 
= greateris the Diftionour hereby done 

im. d (1 | 


* 
- : 
$ " 
% 
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2. This Temper is allo diretly contra- 
ry to the great Law of Love. ' AS (mall 
a matter as it 'may feet for any, For- 
bearing all Injuries,” bt to neglect their 

Brethren by ſuffering Sin upon them, it 
15 interpretatively real Hatred. ,There- 
tore was that ſolemn Charge, ' given 
of old; Thou, ſhalt not hate thy Bro- 
ther. in thine Heart , thou ſhalt 3n: any 
wiſe Rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer 
Sin upon him, Lev, 19. 17. And is it 
not Hatred in effe&; .whatever-be 'in- 
tended, to ſuffer Perſons to run head- 
long into the greateſt Dangers, either 
without any Concern at all, or with- 
out any ſuch . concern as Prompts to en- 
deavours by way of Prevention, where 
there is room and ſcope for them 2. 1s 
it.conſiſtent with that hearty-AﬀeQion 
which is every Man's Due, to ſee- an- 
other -attempting;to be his own - Exe- 
cutioner, without ſtepping in to his 
Relief > Would it not be unnatural 
Cruelty for any Man in ſuch a Caſe to 
ſtand- off, and ſay, Let him. cen ſhitt 
for himſelf for me; for I muſt look 
at Home, and don't love to be med-' 
dling, leaſt I be thought ——_ 

| n 
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And 1s the Caſe alter'd, where the Ha- 
zard which another is obſery'd to run, 
1s unſpeakably greater, by Reaſon of 
Soul Deſtroying Immoralities > Where's 
the Love to their Neighbours, where's 
the Humanity, of thoſe who know 
what will be the Conſequences, and 
yet are unconcern'd, and. won't inter- 
pole? Is this Loving our Neighbours as 
our ſelves, according to the- Royal Law 
of Scripture ? James 2. 8. 


3. Thijs is a Temper that is alſo very 
Pernicious to thoſe who give way to it : 
And that, not only by depriving them . 
of the Comfort and Pleaſure, where- 
with an Activity in doing Good to 
others is wont to be attended, and 
the Benefits to themſelves which would 
be thence accruing 5 which ( if the 
Report of ſuch as have had Experience 
be to be credited Þ are very great 
but alſo by contraing and narrow- 
ing their Minds, and. at the ſame time 
robbing them of the Advantage of help 
from others when there might be oc- 
calion ; and on both Accounts diſtur- 
bing their -Repoſe; and being a con-. 

Bs © ſtant 
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ſtant Spring of Uneaſineſs. Selfiſhneſs 
1s really its own Torment. A Generous 
Spirit which 1s bent for the Good of 
others, as there is Capacity and Oportu- 
nity, is wider'd and enlarg'd ; Shares 


with others in their Happineſs andWel- 


fare, bearing a Part therein by a fort 
of natural Sympathy ; 3nd its Enjoy; 
ments are as tar extended as Good is 
known to be diffus'd : Whereas a Self. 
iſh Mind is ,enwrapp'd within its own 
Folds, and ſhrivel'd up as 'twere to 
nothing. When it dwells at Home, it 
wretchedly Pines, under conſtant po- 
rings on its own Sraitneſs, which mi- 
niſter Occaſion of perpetual Diſſatis- 
faction. When it roves Abroad, it is 
fretted and galPd with Envy and Di(- 
content, grudging at the Welfare of 
others, which it naturally reputes a 
Loſs and Damage to it ſelf, becauſe it 
is not able to graſp. and engroſ$ it. It 
is incapable of being eaſie and ſatis- 
fy'd.. Withal, the Open Hearted and 
Publick Spirited have a General .Bene- 
 volence from others : If manifold Ob- 
ligations can engage it, they to be ſure 
can't want it. If ſome are fo 1ll i 
tur 
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turd as to detralt from their Deſert, 
and ſeek to deprive them of their due 
Reward 3 yet generally there are others 


of whoſe good Will and Aﬀiſtance——_ 


they may be ſecure, when need re-- 
quires. Whereas they-whoſe Care/and 
Concern reaches not beyond them- 


* ſelves, are left to ſtand alone ; they 


have, none to aſhiſt them, nothing to 
expe&t but Univerſal Diſregard and 
Contempt. So that they who neglect 
their Brethren, do- at the ſame time 
negle& themſelves; and undermine 
their own Comfort, Peace and Safety. 


4. This Temper is further Deſtru- 
Five to the Publick Welfare, Were all 


_ for themſelves, in Defrance of others, 


Societies were Diflolv'd, and there 
would be nothing left but the Notion 
of a Common Good. Magiſtrates and 
Officers, who are in their Places the 
Guardians of the Publick Safety, can 
do nothing to ſecure it, unleſs Private 
Perſons in their ſeveral Places give them 
Aſtiſtance. A Selfiſh Spirit makes both 
of them uſeleſs Cyphers in a Common- 
wealth, where every one might be Sig- 

| C 2 nificant 
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nificant and Serviceable, that would 
but Diſcharge his Duty. He that looks 
upon himſelf az born for others, and 
that can. deny himſelf in purſuit of the 


Common, Intereſt, is a Genetal Ble(-_ 


ſing. Whereag he that minds only his 
own Concerns, is an unprofitable 
Member of a Community. How can 
his Country be the better for him ? 
He'll let a Fatal Contagion ſpread, and 
do. nothing towards the checking it. 
He'll ſee Flagitiovs Enormities laying a 
Foundation for Deſolating Calamiries, 
and yet keep cloſe in his own Hive, 
as no way touch'd: And 1s he not 
then © chargeable with the Ruin that 
may enſue 2 Were all others like him, 
( and by his Example he doth what he 
* can to make them ſo) that Ruin would 
be inevitable. The Spreading of this 
Temper, (to which every one contri- 
butes, who himſelf gives way to it ) 
were ens to overthrow the moſt Flou- 
riſhing Cities, States and Kingdoms. 
How can that Ship be ſav'd that is full 
of Leaks, which let in the Water on 
all ſides, while thoſe who ſhould be 
at Work to empty and repair it, lie 

aſleep 
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aſleep. every Man in his own Cabin, as 
if no way concerngs ? And how can. , 
that Nation avoid Ruin, that is over- 
run with Flagitious Impieties, which 
Naturally as well as Judicially threat- 
en | Deſtruction , when thoſe who 
ſhould be at work to Supprels them, 
are afraid of being over Othcious, and 
unwilling to have their Repoſe di- 
ſturb'd by their Keeping of others, who 
they had: rather ſhould take their own 
Courſe, than that they ſhould be any 
way troubleſome to them? A more 
Fatal Symptom of approaching Confu- 
ſion can't well be pitch d upon. And 
then, 


5. Laſtly, This is a Temper, which, 
if purſu'd and given way to, would na- 
turally lead to the greateſt Extravagan- 
cies. He that thinks he was born for 
himſelf, and is no farther oblig'd to re- 
gard his Brethren, than is confiſtent 
with his own Conveniency, bids fair 
for injuring, oppoſing, and under- 
ming all that come near him, when he 
by that means apprehends he might beſt 
ſerve his Intereſt. This is viſibte- in 

C 3 Curſed 
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Curſed Cain. He diſdain'd being the 


Keeper of his Brother ; Jud thot it 
eno to. take care of himſelf : And 
therefore ſtuck not to Aſault and Kill 
him, when he found he out-ſhin'd and 
over-topp'd him. *'Tis true, there are 
a great many Neglects of others, which 
never have any ſuch Tragical 1{- 
ſues : But that /is either owing to the 
Grace of God, or ſurrounding Re- 
ſtraints. Let the natural Tendency of 
things be conſider'd, and 'twill appear, 
That there is no ſort of Extravagance to 
another's Prejudice , which a Cainiſh 
Selfiſhneſs, if let looſe, would not lead 
to. The very ſame Principle that 
would induce me, out of a pretence 
of minding my ſelf, and ſecuring my 
own Repoſe, to Neglect another, 
whoſe Welfare I were capable of pro- 
moting ; would alſo be very apt to in- 
Auence me, to Acts of Injuſtice or Vio- 
lence towards him, if he ſtood in my 
way, croſs't my Intereſt, and hinderd 
my Advancement : AndI could ſee no 
Reaſon why the Latter might not be as 
warrantable as the Former. And. thus 
would this Temper, ſhould it _ 
ten 


on 
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tend to make Men as Savage as Wglves, 
and Bears, and Tygers to each other ; 
nay, more {o, than they are to thoſe of 
their own kind. | 

I am not ſenſible that T have in theſe 
Refleftions at all exaggerated. If they 
won't ſuffice to produce an Abhorrence 
-of the Temper mention'd, 'tis a ſign 
* that our Senſe of Good, and {Evil is 
very Faint and Languid, and in a fair 
way to being defac'd and obliterated. 
I now proceed, 


IF. To lay down the Grounds of our 
Obligation, to contribute our utmoſt to 
the true Welfare of our Brethren, and 
to ſhow how Extenſive that Care ought 
to be. - But I can only give Hints, leſt 
I prove tedious and burdenſome. : 


The Ties we are under to be Keepers 
of our Brethren, are both 
Natural, 
Moral, and 
Political. 


Our Natural Engagernents hereto, are 


Relative, or 
Real. 
C 4 We 


- 
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We have a Relative Tie to all of the 
| Humane Race; who had all the ſame 
Riſe and Original with us, are all of 
the ſame Blood, Children of the ſame. 
Common Father, of the ſame Make and 
Frame, and under the Care of the ſame 
. Providence. This: is oblerv'd by St. 
Paul in his Diſcourſe to the Athenians, 
AFs 17.26. God ( ſaith he) hath made 
of one Blood, all Nations of Men. And 
by that Natural Relation and Alliance 
which he thus hath, fixt among the 
Children of Men; he hath taught them 
all, Charity and Compathion towards 
one Another. Which hath been ob- 
ſerv'd by Sundry, even of the Sober 
Heathens, * | 
I. -We 


A 


——— — 


* Vide Marc. Antonin, Lib. 2. Cum Notis Gatakeri, 

Lallaniius Lib. 5, cap. 8, Hoc dittum - recitat 
ex Cicerone de Legib. Lib. 1. Sicut ung eademque 
natura mundus omnibus partibus inter fe congru- 
entibus cohzret ac Nititur: Sic omnes Homines inter 
ſe natur3 confuſi, pravitate difſentiunt 3 nec intelli- 
gunt ſe efſe Conſanguineos, & ſubjeftos omnes ſub 
unam eandemque tutelams;z quod fi teneretur, Deorum 
profeQto vitam Homines viverent, Seneca Ep. 95. Na- 
tura nos Cognatos edidit, cum ex iiſdem, & in eadem 
gigneret, Hec nobis Amorem indidit mutuum, & 
ſociabiles fecit ; illa zquum juftumque Compoſuit, 
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Weare alſo naturally under Real, as 
well as Relative, Bonds to our Bre- 
thren. For we all ſtand in great need 
of one another. The All-Wiſe God 
hath plac'd. Men in that Poſture to- 
wards each other, that no one 1s or can 
be Self-ſuftcient z and therefore we 
muſt live by mutual Kindneſs, and an 
Exchange of ſuitable Oſhces. * Every 


Man's Neceſlities oblige him to a regard 
of others. For {uppole- any parti- , 


cular Perſons Stock to be ever to large, 
ſhould he caſt off others, he'd be un- 
avoidably Diſtreſs'd and Miſgable , 
for want of Supplies and Afhiſtance 


| from them whom he rejected and (light- 
ed, in a Thouſand Inſtances, wherein 


he could not afford himlelf any Re- 
lief. That Man that would mind none 


but himſelf, could reaſonably expect ' 


no other than to be caſt oft by all, 
who have as much right to demand 
from him, as he from them. Hed 
have all the World againſt him, be al- 
ways inſecure and uneafte, eaten up 
with Jealoufies and Suſpicions, Trou- 

| bleſome 


= 
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bleſome to himſelf, and to all about 


him, and be- incapable-of. ever being . 


Safe or Happy. . The ſenſe of this was 
the Natural Foundation of Societies ; 
the Bands whereof are broken by an in- 
dulged Selfiſhnelſs. X 


But to riſe higher ; we are alſo un- 
der Moral Bonds to be the Keepers of 
our Brethren : As being under the Go- 
 vernment of the (ame Law, and in Sub- 
jection to the ſame Sovereign; and fo 
oblig'd to adhere to the ſame Intereſt : 
and that whether we are conſider'd, 

Ag Mer, or 
As Chriſtians. 


As Men; we are bound to Honour 
the Rational Nature where-ever we ce 
It ; and that becauſe it is the Image of 
our Common Lord. Whatſoever tends 
to blur and deface it (as all Vices do 
molt certainly, whether they be Bruit- 
iſh or Deviliſh) ſhould draw forth our 
Compaſiion, and Abhorrence. Withal, 
As Men, weare oblig'd to follow Rea- 
ſon as a Law : And tais evidently Di- 

ctates 
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Cates to every one who 1s at leiſure tO 
liſten to it, the necefflity of his Con- 
tributing as far as he is able, his ſerious 
Endeavours to procure the good of all 
who come within his reach, in order to 
the ſecuring the Honour of the Supreme 
and Univerſal Governour, reaching the 
Ends of Society, and promoting his 
own Happineſs. The: which being 
minded or neglected, produces thoſe 
Excuſing or Accuſing Tho'ts of Conſcience, 
which the Apoſtle mentions, Roz. 
* 2] BY 


As Chriſtians ;, weare further @blig'd 
to a peculiar Tenderneſs of our Bre- 
thren. For we are repreſented as Mem- 
bers one of another, Eph. 4. 24. and 
therefore are to have the ſame Care of 
each other, as of our Reſpedive Bo- 
dily Members. Chriſtianity, both by 
Example and Precept, {traitly requires 
of us all poſſible Concern for our Bre- 
threns Welfare. Onr Blefſed Saviour 
was herein our great Example. How 
ardent was his Zeal for the Good of 
Mankind 2 How much did he endure to 

further 
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further it > What did he ever ſtick at, 
that might promote it ? 'Tis' his Na- 
tive Character, that he went about doing 
(zood, Acts 10. 38. Good to the Souls 
and Bodies of all that came neat him. 
This hath an obliging Force on all his 
Followers. And his Example 1s backt 
by his Precept. This is my Command- 
ment (lays he) that ye love one another; 
John 15, 12.” which was often alſo re- 
peated by the Apoſtles. And in reali- 
ty, nothing is more oppoſite to genuine 
Chriſtianity, than a Selfiſh Spirit, an 
Unconcernedneſs about our Neighbours 
Weltare, or Backwardnels to promote 
| Wo. 
Finally, We are alſo Politically ob- 
lig'd to he concern'd for our Brethren, 
conſider d as Members of the ſame Ci- 
vil Societies. The Community 1s con- 
cern'd in the Condudct of every Mem- 
ber. It Flouriſhes, if each keeps his 
Place, and ſeeks the Good of the whole ; 
It 15 undermin'd by any ones Licenti- 
ouſneſs : Which calls upon all to fur- 
ther his being brat to Condign Puniſh- 


| ment, 


| 
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ment, in Defence of the Publick Safe- 
ty, leſt he ſpread his Contagion to 0- 
thers. - But the Common Peace and 
Safety is Eſtabliſl'd and Secur'd, by the 
hearty Furtherance of each others Weal, 
in Conjund&tion with, and Subordina- 
tion to, the Good of the Body Poli- 
tick. 


Theſe, in ſhort, are our Common 
Obligations; often ſtrengthen'd by a 
great many Special Conliderations , 
which could not well be toucht upon, 
without too far Expatiating. By all 
theſe Bonds are we engag'd to be the 
Keepers of our Brethren. _ And as to 
the Extent of our Care of therd, it 
ſhould be proportion'd to their Neceſi:- 
ties, and thoſe of the Publick, and our - 
own, Capacities Calls, and Opportuni- 
ties : Wherein we may be not a little 
aſuſted, by making theſe our General 
Mealures : 


** That the greater Hazard our Bre- 
** thren or the Publick would run by 


** Our Negligence ; the more importart 
ch 
| ee 
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the Matters are wherein our Help is 
CalFd for ; the more General the E- 
vils are which we are in a Capacity 
of checking ; and the greater, more. 
Extenſive and Laſting the Good is, 
which we may contribute to the pro- 
moting : The more Aſliſtance is ne- 
ceſſary in order to the, compaſling of 
that Good End ; and the more pre- 
valent Remiſneſs is grown, among 
thoſe who might have bin expected 
to have given an Helping Hand ; the 
Greater ſhould our Concern and ACti- 
vity be, in order to our Approving 
our ſelves either to God or Man. 


Theſe Meaſures are I think, juſt and 


ſolid, and will bear the Teſt: And 
if ſo, our Concurrence in our ſeveral 
Spheres, to Proſecute the Laws of the 
Land againſt Debauchery and [zzmorali- 
ty, cannot be queſtion'd by any of us 
to be our Duty. To hearten in which 
Engagement I now proceed 3 


Il. Thirdly, To Jay before you the 


Enconragement we have herein to Dil- 


charge 
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charge our Duty, whatſoever Difficul- 
ties we may meet with, The (tri Rules 
of Method -would |have requird that 
my Diſcourſe, both under this and the 
fore-going Heads, | ſhould have run 
more upon Generals, before I deſcen- 
ded to Particulars ; but I am rather for - 
Uſefulneſs than 'Niceneſs and Exadct- 
neſs: and therefore not being able to 
graſp all, ſhan't ſtick to confine my ſelf 
to that particular Inſtance of Keeping 
our Brethren, which lies in promoting 
a National: Reformation, as to growing 
Flagitioulinels. 


Sctting our ſelves hereto in oux ſeve- 
ral Places; ſome by Contributing to the 
Expence and Charge of it, and others 
of us by ACting in it as we are able, 
with ſincere Minds and honeſt Hearts ; 
We ſhall glorifie God, chat God to whom 
we owe our All: We {hall ſhew our 
concern for his Honour, which is fo 
prophar'd and trampled on by ſo many 
daring Criminals ; We ſhall rightly and 
— improve the Talents where- 
with He hath entruſted us; openly de- 


Clare 
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clare our Adherence to the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, in oppoſition to the Devil 
and his Intereſt ; and approve our ſelves 


Publick Spirited, in a wretchedly ſelfiſh 
Age. 44 


Withal, We ſball diſcharge our Con- 
ſciences towards our Brethren, whoſe 
impending Ruin calls for help. They 
indeed defie Heaven, and diſdain to 
be amended ; and while they perſiſt in 
the grofſeſt Wickednelſs, are little aware 
whither *cis they are Poſting : But if 
we Fear God our (elves, we are {uthci- 
ently ſenſible in what their Impenitence {| 
and IrrecJaimableneſs will iſſue: By | 
joining in therefore with Endeavours | 
to check and ſtop them, we take the | 
beſt courſe to ſhow our Love+to them, 
that their Circumſtances will allow of, 


Further, We ſhall approve our ſelves 
uſeful Members of the Body Politick ; by 
contributing hereby to the Fencing 
againſt the greateſt Dangers whereto 
our Nation is liable, which ariſe from 
abounding Immoralities ; which natu- 

rally 
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rally tend to Diſpirit, Effeminate, and 
Debaſe us, and judically provoke the 
offended Majeſty of Heaven, to purſae 
us with the Efforts of his Indignation. 
We ſhall ſhow our ſelves Lovers of our 
King and Country, by helping forward 
the Execution of thoſe good Laws 
which are in force among us, againſt 
Prophanencſs and Detauchery z the 
general, common, and ' un-oppoled 
Breach whereof, would open a- wide 
Gap for the moſt deſolating Calamities 
to enter and over-tlow us, 


Again ; Ie ſhall hereby enter our Pro- 
teſt againſt Publick Diſorders, and teſti- 
he our Abhorrence of thoſe prodigious 
Enormities whereinto ſo many are hur- 
ried by their Luſts. We ſhall ſhow that 
we look upon Six as our Reproach, and 
Profligate Perſons as Publick Peſts, dit- 
taſing an infefting Contagion where- 
ever they come. We ſhall bid fair for 
freeing our' ſelves from a ſhare in the 
common Guiltz and join with Him 
whom we profels to have in Supreme *© 
Veneration, in proclaiming our utter 

D dillike 
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diſlike of thoſe ways and courſes which 
are ruinous and deſtructive. 


We have moreover, A fair probabil;- 
ty of doing more Good hereby than we can ' 
eaſily be aware of. We may contribute 
to the Reclaiming of ſome Offenders. 
What tho' far the moſt are incurably 
Stiff and Obſtinate, if but a few are 
gaird and recover'd, its well worth all 
the Pains or Charge we could be at in 
order to it. A Foundation may be 
hereby laid for Thankſgivings to God, 
thro all the Ages of Eternity. Others 
may alſo be ſtirrd up by Your Means, 
who now are Adive ; the Generations 
to come may riſe up and call you. Bleſ- 
ſed ; and being Excited by your Ex- 
ample, may ſet themſelves vigoroutly 
to the rooting up of Vice, with a much 
greater Succeſs, when preſent Obſtacles 
are remov*'d. Iniquity- may be Sham'd, 
and put out of Countenance, and dri- 
ven into Comers, and forc'd to Hide 
and Sculk, inſtead of meeting us in 
every Street : And this is no ſmall Ad- 
vantage. Notorious Offenders may be 

Branded, 
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Branded , that they may be diſtin-- ' 
guiſh'd and ſhun'd, and their Infeftion 
avoided ; and the Corruption of the 
riſing Generation may be in great part 
prevented, and nfany other Ways may 
much Good. be done, by an Hearty 
Cenjunction of many in ſuch a Work, 


Finally, We fſball avoid a Curſe, and 
ſecure to our ſelves a Bleſſing. We ſhall 
hereby take as good a Courle to eſcape 
in Temporal: Calamities, and deliver 
our ſelves and our Families in a Time 
of Common Danger,'as we could be able 
to pitch upon: And may be fatisfy'd, 
that if we approve our ſelves to God 
as upright in our Intentions and En- 
deavours, we ſhall not be without his 
Favour, and an ample Reward, either 
in this Life, or in that to come, or 
both. While, in the mean time, thoſe 
on the other ſide, who were either by 
their Enormities inflaming the Nations 
Reckoning, or by their Negligence or 
Oppoſition diſcouraging a Reformati- 
04, muſt expect to be ſmartly Animad- 
verted on by a Jealous God, who is 

D 2 never 
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never at a loſs for a Suitable aud Pro- 


portionable Puniſhment to any one's 
Deſert. 


If all theſe Conſiderations afford not- 


ſuficient Encouragement to join in (© 
good a Work, it would methinks be 
very ſtrange. I am ſure we rarely en- 
ter upon any Engagement with fo fair 
a Proſpect z and are many times for- 
ward end, where we have not half fo 
many Rational Inducements to excite 
us. And yet there are a great many 
Pleas and Excuſes, which are urg'd on 
their own Behalf, by thoſe who ſtand 
out : But *tis ſo eaſie to ſee. thro' them, 
that I am unwilling to enlarge in con- 
ſidering them. Love will anſwer a 
Thouſand of them : For whatever is 
apprehended, they have their Riſe in 
Enmity to God and Men ; 'the Re- 
mains whereof influence the Beſt, while 


they are Neglectful of, or Heartleſs , 


in, ſo great and good a Work as this. 


However, there are Two Diſcouragc- 
ments which muſt not be overlooke ; 
| becauſe 
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becauſe at the ſame time that they keep 
of ſome, they may diſhearten others 
who have engag'd, and tempt them to 
draw back. They are theſe 3 Great Op- 
poſition, and Want of Succeſs. 


I. Firſt, For Oppoſition. Is it not to 
be expected ? Was there ever any thin 
Remarkable for the Honour of God, 
and a Publick Good, done in the 
World without it? Is it not weak to 
ſuppoſe, that Men ſhould be diſturb'd 
in the Proſecution of their Luſts, with- 
out Exclaiming ? That their Iniqui- 
ties ſhould be Sham'd, and they be Si- 
lent? That they ſhould be croſsd 
where they are moſt Tender, and not 
endeavour to Aſperſe and Vilify the 
Aſſailants 2 Can it be imagin'd, that the 
Devils Intereſt in the World ſhould be 
Afaulted, and Undermin'd, and he 
not ſtir up his Agents and Emiſlaries 
to make Reſiſtance ? Is it likely that 
he or his would tamely ſubmit? Ts it 
to be wonder'd that Engines that were 
unthdt off ſhould be ſet on Work, to 
baffle a Deſign , whereby- he and his 

DIE would 
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would be ſo great Sufferers? But on 
the other Hand, Is not He Stronger 
who is for you, than he who is againſt 
you ? Are not they who ſet themſelves 
in their ſeveral Stations to ſuppreſs Vice, 
pleading the Cauſe of God ? And is 
not He able to bear them out ? Remem- 
ber Luther's Saying 3 The more the De- 
oil Rages, the more vehemently will 
1 in the Strength of God oppoſe him. 
Conſider Times paſt ; Conſult the Sa- 
cred Records you have in your Hands : 
See if thoſe who appeard for God a- 
gainſt the Wicked of the World, did 
not always meet with United and Vi- 
gorous Oppoſition ; have not had the 
Malitious Tongues of thoſe whom they 
confronted, bent againſt them, to Re- 
proach and Vilify them ; and found 
their Baſie Hands eagerly Employ'd in 
Blocking up their Way, and Embarraſ- 
ſmg them with Difficulties, that they 
might not know how to proceed. It 
matters not in ſach a Caſe, from what 
Quarter the Difficulties arife. Whoever 
appears openly, the Enemy of all Good 
35 at the Bottom ; and the more he 
Rages, 
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Rag, the more Good may you hope 
to do, perſiſting vigorouſly to batter his 
Intereſt. And then, 


II. Secondly, As for Want of Suceeſs 3 
ThatT muſt confeſs is very apt to be Di(- 
heartning, but it ſhould not cauſe De- 
ſpair. Courage, Vigour and Diligence 
have &er now carry'd thro' abundance 
of Difficulties z and the wiſht for Suc- 
ceſs in ' time hath follow'd. But I'll 
ſuppoſe it ſhould not in the Event be 
anſ{werable. to what according to gene- 
ral Apprehenſion might reaſonably have 
bin expected ; yet ſtill you have ſuff- ' 
cient Excouragement to diſcharge your 
Duty, and perſiſt therein : For the 
God you ſerve will judge of you, by 
your Intentions and Endeavours, and 
not by the Iſſues, which are not at all 
at your diſpoſal ; neither therefore are 
you Reſponſible for them. Remember 
and take the Prophet's Comfort, = 
49- 4. Then I ſaid, I have labonrd in 
vain, I have ſpent my Strength for nought, 
and in vain: yet ſurely my Judgment is 
with the Lord, and f. ork (or Re- 

| 4 
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ward) with my God. Should you fee 
no Fruit of your Labour, among a per- 
verſe and and incorrigible Generation, 
and meet with nothing but Contempt, 


and Reproach, and ill Uſage from . 


them ; yet God ſees and Regards your 
Fidelity and Diligence in his Work, 
and will give Judgment for you ; and 
you may afſure- your ſelves your Re- 
ward 1s laid ap with him, and by him, 
which he will give you in due time. 
It is ſometimes poſlible for a Nation to 
arrive at ſuch a pitch of Obſtinacy , 
that it will mot be heal'd : 1 won't ſay 
.this is our Character ; tho' there may 
be ground eno for Fear : But ſtill, do- 
ing what we can to Keep our Brethren, 
we ſhall Keep our: ſclves, we ſhall Keep 
in God's Way; and could not an- 
{wer for our Neglects, which are not 
to\ be excus'd by our Fears about the 
Ifſne. We are to follow our Rule, and 
do what we can, to Honour God, and 
Promote a Publick Good, leaving the 
Event to Providence : Doing which, 
whatever is the Upſhot, we may have 
Peace 3 which we ſhould have no _ 

on 
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{on in the World to expect, ſhould we 
with-hold or flag in our Endeavours. 


Waving all Inferences from the Diſ- 
courſe foregoing, T'1l ſubjoin a few Spe- 


cial RefleFjons on that Reforming Work, 


the Encouragement whereof is the Great 
Deſign of this Exerciſe, 


Elefſed be God, that while we have 
a numerous Generation, who like Gal- 
lio, care for none of thele Things, there 
are any that are Right Spirited, Zea- 
lous for God, and the Publick Good. 
It 'is matter of great Joy, to behold 
and hear of your Hopeful Societies in 
and' about this City, for the Suppreſ- 


» ſing Vice; which are tottom'd on fo 


good a Foundation, manag'd with ſo 
much Diſcretion , animated with fo 
much Vigour, and promoted by ſo ma- 
ny Contributions. This City, which 
is the Metropolis of the Nation, is the 
Place moſt in View : Tt is continually 
receiving from, and ſending to, all 
Parts and Quarters of the Land. Any 
thing of this nature therefore here ſet 

on 
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on foot, ſoon affefts the whole Nation. 
This City 1s alſo generally very influ- 
ential, either for Good or Ill, by its 
very Example. Your Example here in 
Attempting a Reformation of Manners . 
among us, hath not been without ſome 
good Effects in ſome Parts of the 
Country already ; which in all proba- 
bility might be more General, if there 
were a Compliance with their Com- 
mon (and.I tnink Reaſonable) Delire, 
that a Particular Narrative might be 
Publiſht to the World, of the Grounds 
of your Undertaking, and the Rules 
and Methods of your Proceedings , 
which would at once both Excite and 
Direct them. And give me leave to tell 
you, That this having bin Jong talkt 
off, 8 to my Knowledge earneſtly ex- 
pected by many, whoſe Hearts are with 
you; to whom it would be a Matter 
of Grief, to find that Little, Private, 
and Particular Conſiderations ſhonld 
herein be an Hindrance, where the Pub- 
lick Intereſt is ſo much concern'd. 


The 


— ————— — 
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The whole Land hath great Reaſon 


to be Thankful to God for your Cou- 


rage and Conduct; and to Rejoice, 
that there are any who will ſtand u 
for Him, and appear on his ſide again 
the Sons of Belial. That tho” our un- 
reaſonable Heats and Diſtances, on the 


| Account of our Diſagreement in. the 


(maller Matters of Religion, are not 
yet at an end, nor our Diviſions heal- 
ed, or indeed abated, by thoſe mutual 
Conceſſions and Compliances that 
might have been expected for the ſake 
of Peace ; after ſuch full Convictions, 
and open Confeſſions of the Folly and 
Danger of them, and ſo wonderful a 
Deliverance as the Great God hath af- 
forded us; there yet ſhould be ſuch 
a Common Concern for the Honour 
of God, and Zeal againſt Profaneneſs 
and Debauchery among us, as that both 
Parties, without regarding the old Mark 
of Diſtinction of Conformiſts, or Non- 
Conformiits , ſhould ſo heartily Join 
and Concurr in ſuch a Work as you 
have engag'd in. And would it doany 

| thing 
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thing towards the Paving a Way to a 
farther Coalition, it might lay a Founda- 
tion of our Laſting Happinels. 


You alſo your ſelves have a great 
Reaſon to be Thankful, that God hath 
in any . meaſure own'd you, that you 
axave got over ſo many Ditficulties, that 
your Endeavours have ſucceeded to the 
_- Reclaiming of any, and to the bring- 
ing ſuch Multitudes to deſerved Puniſh- 
ment, to the Diſcqraging of others : 
And allo, (which 1s not to be forgot- 
ten) that you have bin preſerv'd from 
the many Dangers which ſome of you 
have bin. expos'd to. That tho? ſun- 
dry of your Members have bin rudely 
Treated, and Encompaſs'd by the Sons 
of Violence, and often expos'd to their 
Malice and Fury, yet one of you have: 
loit either Life or Limb : Which hath 
bin a Manifeſt Appearance of Provi- 
dence for you. 


What need have you then, (my 
Friends) to matter it, that ſome Re- 
proach you, others Miſinterpret your 

| good 
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good Intentions, and others ſeek to 
throw Rubbs in your way. Be notdil- 
heartned : For you have God on your 
ſide ; and good Men on your fide alſo: 
They heartily Pray for you, and Bleſs 
you in the Name of the Lord. And 
you have alſo the Laws of the Land on 
your ſide, and on them is your Under- 
taking bottonvd. Whatever ſome may 
Whiſper, you are but purſuing the Acts 
of our Wiſe Legiſlators, and” in your 
ſeveral Places and Stations, helping for- 
ward their Execution. 


The Vices I obſerve, which in Pro- 
ſecution of the Laws you principally 
{et your ſelves to. oppoſe, are thee 
Four ; Swearing and Curſing, Drunken- 
neſs, Uncleanneſs, and the Prophanation 
of the Lord's-Day ; all which have taken 
but too deep Rooting among us. 


In the Caſe of Fraud and Injuſtice, 
Theft or Murther, or any Inſtance of 
Open Violence, Self is fo nearly con- 
cern'd, that every Man preſently ſtirs, 
and calls in the help of the Laws, and 

the 
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the Officers of Juſtice ; and few need 
to be put upon purſuing ſuch. Crimi- 
nals, till they receive their deſerv'd 
Puniſhment : But as to the Vices men- 
tion'd, where Self is not for the moſt 
part ſo. nearly touch'd, but the Conſi- 
deration of the Honour of God, and 
-a Publick Good, muſt be the prevailing 
Inducements to a Proſecution, there 
needs a Combination of well-diſpos'd 
Active Perſons,to hinder the Laws made 
againſt them, from being Fruitleſs and 
IneffeCtual. 


The Swearer openly affronts the Great 
Majeſty of Heaven, and defies him 
with a Vehemence to be deteſted by all 
that have him in Reverence: And yet 
. -would be likely generally to paſs un- 
puniſh'd, did none wake it their Buſi- 
neſs to Inform againſt him. . 


The Druzkard Unmans and Sots him- 
ſelf, waſtes his Time, weakens his Un- 
derſtanding, impairs his Eſtate, rums 
his Health, . unfits himſelf for the mind- 
ing either of his Family or the Pub- 

lick 5 
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lick ; is boiſterous and quarrelfom, of- 
ten doing Miſchief, lying open to all 
Temptations, and continually enticing 
others to the like Courſes, the preva- 
lence whereof would Ruin the Nation; 
and yet would. generally paſs unani- 
madverted on, without ſneh a Combi- 
nation , becauſe few would think it 
—_— for them to Inform againſt 
um. 


The Unclean Perſon, Brutifies him- 
ſelf, and Defiles the Land, and yet too 
often eſcapes in a Croud. The Puniſh- 
ments which our Law hath provided 
for Criminals of this Kind, are very 
ſmall, compar'd with thoſe of many 0- 
ther Nations. There was a Law amon 
the Romans, That whoſoever attack' 
another's Chaſtity, or proſtituted their 
own,ſhould be Find Two Hundred and 
Fifty Crowns. (a) A Much greater 
Mulct than our Laws exact. Adultery, 
(which our Law only Chaſtiſes) was a- 

/ mong 
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mong the Jews, by God's own Order, 
puniſh'd with Death. (5) Among the 
Egyptians, if a Man perſwaded a Wo- 
man to commit Adultery he had a Thou- 


ſand Stripes, and ſhe loſt her Noſe :- 


But if he forc'd a Freewowan, he was 
puniſh'd by ,fuch a Mutilation as utterly 
incapacitated him ever to repeat the 
Crime. (c) Among the Romans 'twas 
alſo puniſh'd with a Mutilation, eſpe- 
cially of the Ears and Noſe ; (4) that 
the -Bodily Deformity of the Criminals, 
might proclaim the Atrocity. of the 
Wickedneſs committed. The Muſco- 
vites are wont to cut Adulterers in pie- 
cesz (e) and ſometimes terribly to tear 
and mangle them : And it hath bin the 
Cuſtom of (ome Nations, to tie Stones, 
with Iron Chains to the Necks of this 
ſort of Criminals, (f) that they might 

become 


—— 


(b) Levit. xx. 10. 

(c) Diod. Sic, Lib. 1. 7# G1492utye Yuralne 2d- 
Sreav Terrimatay damning al T4 ddbics 

(d) Adrian. Turneb. Adverl. Lib. 28. cap. 46. 


(e) Sigiſmundus Baro in Herberftain. Rerum Mat - 


covit. Comment. pag. 26; 109g. 
(f) Corhel. Scribonii Graph. Epitom. Lib, £. c. 12. 
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become the Deriſion of all that beheld 
them. | Opilivs Maerinus, the Roman 
Emperour, was-always wont to have 
thoſe who were guilty of this Crime, 
ty'd together, Thom alive; (g) and 
many other terrible Puniſhments were 


. inflicted on ther-in Former Times. (h) 


And can the Proſecution of our Laws, 
which are comparatively ſo very mild, 
with any Reafon then be complain'd of 
by any as Cruel; and Severe? 


There is one Inſtance of Beſtiality, 
which formerly bfgt down Fire from + 
Heaven, on ſandry flouriſhing Cities 
in the Out Parts of the Land of Canaan, 
which hath hardly bin heard of among 
us till of Jate, which methinks deſerves 
to be ſeriouſly enquird after among 


| your Searches, leſt by its ſpreading a- 


mong us, it bring upon us a like or as 
Dreadful a Vengeance. Is it not poſ- 
ſible to find out ſome Haynts of thoſe 
who are addicted to this abominable 

TE | Wen? 
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(#) Julius Capitolinus in Vita ſua. 
(#) Vide Seldeni Uxor, Hebraic. Lib. 3. c. 2, & ſequ, 


50 A. SERMON before the Societies 


Vice? and to Trace and Supprels it be- 
fore it becomes bare-fac'd 2 It Diligence 
and Care will do it, I hope you'll not 
be wanting. 


As to the Profanation of the. Lords Day, 
1 hope you won't be backward herein 
to do your utmoſt. I know none that 
delire you ſhould attempt a Revival of 
the Jewiſh Stricneſs : For God will have 
Mercy, and not Sacrifice. Bt it is me- 
thinks ſad to ſee how the Fields and 
Publick Houſes are till crouded in 
many Out Parts, on this Day, which 
ought to be devored. to higher Purpo- 
fes. There was an Abatement herein for 
a while, when you firſt ſet out : But it 
15 complain'd it don't hold ;, there's too 
General a Return to the wonted Cu- 


from. What! can't we ſpare one Day 


out of Seven from our Secular Cares and 
Divertiſements, for the minding the 
Concerns of an Approaching Eternity ? 
\At leaſt, 1s it-not fit that thoſe who 
- JE ſhould becurb'd as to what falls 
within publick View, leſt their Exam- 
ples be InfeCtious ? Lay out your Elves, 
. I of 
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I beſeech you- (my Friends, and Bre- 
thren) in-endeavouring herein to revive ' 
the Glory of our Nation. 


What Wiſe or Thinking Man can be 
Aggriev'd at theſe your -Proceedings ? 
Are they not highly Ji? 2 He that ſup- 
poſes; otherwiſe, highly Afperles the 
Laws,' and 'their Enactours. Are they 
not Honourable 2 highly becoming Men 
and Chriſtians? to ſer your ſelves ro 
Keep your Brethren, from that which 
would Ruin them, and make the Land 
mourn ?. Are they not Safe £ Can any 
thing of ſuch a Nature be ſuppos'd leis 
liable to Danger ? I have, I muſt con- 
fels, in this Reſpect heard of an Obje» 
Ction z ' but cannot but apprehend that 
it Reflects more on thole who lay a 
Streſs upon it, than on you whom it 1s 
brought againſt. *Tis this z That your 
way of Procedure opens a Door for Mali- 
cious Informations, and tends to encou-» 
rage them. But 1s there any thing [0 
Perfect. as to be incapable of being A- 
bus'd 2 Is it not eaſte for the Magiſtrate, 
who. hath the Cognizance of Informa- 

TA E 4 - tions, 
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tions, by weighing Circurnſtances, to 
make a Differetice ? Are not fuch things 
which it muſt be own'd are poſlible, ca- 
pable of being ſome how or other dete- 
ted? And would not their DeteQon,for 
ever Ruin the Reputation of the Guil- 
ty 2 Is not this as good Security as we 
have'of our Safety in many other Caſes, 
where yet we are not apt to be concern- 


ed ? For Inſtance; who that Travels 


the Road, or Walks the Streets, can be 
ſecure that another ſhan't Swear againſt 
him that he Robb'd and Rifled him ? 
Often Hath this bin done,to the Damage 
of the Innocent; and yet this is not 
reckon'd a ſufficient Reaſon to invalidate 
the Oath of the Plaintiff againſt his Ag- 
greſſour. | Nor isany Man who 1s fatis- 
oy of his Innocence, here apt to be 
earful. And why there ſhould be 
Ground of greater Fear from your So+ 
cieties, I can't imagine. 


However, fince you have fo many 
Eyes upon you, and ſo many are apt to 


be Jealous of you, and would rejoice. 


to catch you tripping, you have the 
more 


®* 
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more need to be Waichful. Take heed 


to your Feet, and be often looking 


upwards for Condutt,. Be careful to 

eep your Selves, while you ſet up for 
Keepers of Others: And having put your 
Hands to the Plough, don't draw batk, 
whatever are your Difficulties. Perſe- 
vere in Well-doing; and you fhall reap 
in due time if you faint not. | 


Now the Good Lord Guide, Aſſiſt, and 
Strengthen you; enable you to hold on, 
and more and more Encourage you ; Pro- 


ſper your Endeavours ;, and Crown them 


with- Succeſs ;, and amply Reward them 
both in This and a Better [; e. Amen. 
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